Myanmar pulses trade urges India to hike annual quota for imports of tur, urad

Anticipating higher output of tur (pigeon pea) and urad (black matpe) in 2022,
Myanmar pulses exporters want the Indian Government to enhance its annual import
quota for these. Last year, India - the largest producer and consumer of pulses - had
signed a five-year memorandum of understanding with Myanmar to annually import 2.5
lakh tonnes of urad and one lakh tonnes of tur from the neighbouring country. According
to the Overseas Agro Traders Association (OATA) Myanmar, the pulses exporters
association based in Yangon, production of tur in Myanmar is seen more than doubling to
around 2.5 lakh tonnes, while urad crop size is seen higher by around eight per cent at

6.75 lakh tonnes in 2022.

Myanmar is a very important partner when it comes to supplying urad and tur. It
has been contributing to 69 per cent and 98 per cent of the total imports in 2019-20 and
2020-21. We are dependent on import because there is a huge demand supply gap. The
five-year MoU is an important step towards a stable and predictable import policy with
respect to pulses and assured availability irrespective of short-term policy changes and

adjustments.

India’s total annual consumption of tur is around 39 to 40 lakh tonnes, which is
met through domestic production and imports. As of now, India has imported around five
lakh tonnes out of which around 3 lakh tonnes have been consumed. Currently, the
farmers are among the biggest stockists and we do not expect the farmer to sell tur at

distress prices.

Myanmar mainly depends on India for tur exports with very little quantity being
exported to Nepal, UAE and others. A more consistent import policy from India will
definitely help production in Myanmar and the five-year MoU will help the bilateral trade

as well by providing stability to the trade. There is a demand deficit in the India numbers,



so, the governments of India and Myanmar must consider increasing the quantity in the
MoU for tur and it should be at least around two lakh tonnes since increasing the quantity

and MOU also helps Indian Government in controlling retail inflation.
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